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cAnd they bleſſed the Kine, 
and went unto their Tents, 

| Joyful aud glad of heart, for 
all the Goodneſs the Lord 

Had done for David his Ser- 
vant ; and for Iſrael his 
1 


N this Excellent Chapter 
we have the Ark of the 
Covenant, the Token of 
God's Preſence, and Re- 
ES politory of his Law, which 

I) I had been in a moveable 
Condition, brought into the Temple as a 
fixed Habitation, by the Care and Di- 
rection of King Sclomon. This was a 
Pledge 
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Pledge of Eſtabliſhment to the True Re- 
ligion, and its Sacred Inſtitutions among 
the People of rael. It was alſo an Ear- 
neſt of Reſt and Security to them in their 


Civil Enjoy ments; That they were not to 


move out of their Place, nor be waſted by the 
Children of Wickedneſs, any more, if they 


would keep the. Divine Law. It was, 


therefore, performed with a moſt regular 
and lively Devotion, and approved by 


Go D. For when the Prieſts had carried 


the Ark into the moſt Holy Place, and 


were come out, the Glory of the Lord, filled 


the Honſe, v. 11. 


On this Occaſion Solomon diſplay'd his 
extraordinary Talents in Prayer, in bleſ- 
ſing the Congregation of 1/rael, and in 
giving them a ſolemn Charge, to obſerve 


the Statutes of the Lo R D, with a Per- 
ſe& Heart. And when they had kept a ® 


double Feſtival, the Feaſt of the Dedicati- 
on, and the Feaſt of Tabernacles (v. 65.) 
he diſmiſſeth the People. And they bleſſed 
the Ring, and went to their Tents, joyful and 
glad of Heart, for all the Goodneſs the Lord 
had done for David his Servant, and for Iſ- 
reel his People, They were tranſported 
with Pleaſure at the tranſcendent Gene- 
roſity, Piety and Wiſdom of the King, 
and teſtified their Reſpect in bleſſing him. 
They hada joyful Senſeof the Divine, Fa- 
5 5  vour, 


as 
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vour, in bringing about the Revolution 
under King David, which laid the Foun- 


dation of the Happineſs and Settlement 
they enjoyed, when Solomon was their 
Head. | 


THE bringing our moſt excellent 8 o- 
VEREIGN, to poſſeſs the Throne, in fo 


much Peace and Glory, as a conſequent 


of another Revolution, may juſtly be e- 
{teem'd a Providential Security and Eſta- 
bliſhment to the True Religion, and to all 
our Legal Privileges in theſe Nations, 
We hope they have a firmer Settlement 


than ever; that the Ark will be removed 


no more; that our Laws and Liberties, 
and all we call our own, will be guarded 
by the Sceptre in the Hand of His Preſent 


NMAIES Ty, and ofa Race of Princes de- 


ſcended, and to deſcend from Him and his. 


I can't doubt then, but you will accompany 


me with your Thoughts, while I diſcourſe 
on, and apply Three general Heads from 
the Words. E | 


I. TO Conſider how a People ſhould bleſs their 


Ring, mhen he is intent upon promoting 
their Religious and Civil Intereſt. 


II. HOW under ſuch a Reign, we fpould 


take Notice of the Divine gooaneſs to a Royal 
3 Pre- 


* 
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| who had been raiſed and 4h ited 


to meke way for it. " 


II. WHAT expreſs Notice - ſhould be taten 


of the Peoples Happineſs under a good o- 
vernment, and of the Goodneſs of G o » 
to them. They blefled the King, and 
went unto their Tents, joyful and glad 


of Heart, for all the Goodneſs, the 


Lok p had done, for David his Ser- 
vant, and for Iſrael” his People. 


1. How a People ſhould bleſs their 
King, when he is intent to promote their 
Religious and Civil Intereſt, The Apoſtle 
lays down a Rule, That without Contradi- 
con the Leſs is bleſſed of the Greater, Heb. 
vii. 7. When the Benediction is by virtue 
of an Office, he who gives it muſt be 
owned as a Superior, in that Act. Bur 
there is a Charitative Benediction which 
Interiors may, and ought to uſe towards 
thoſe who are much above them. Job 
was a great Man in his Days, a kind of 
Prince; he wore Judgment as a Robe and 4 
Diadem : And he acknowledgeth that he 
Bleſſing of him that was ready to periſh came 


upon him, Job. xxix. 13. He counted the 
good Wiſhes of the Indigent a Bleſſing, 
and thought himſelf the happier, when 


he ſat Chief, and awelt as a Ring in the Army; 
There are four Ways, in which good 5 
J&CES 
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| Himſelf is to be bleſt by us. 


Power. 
me, then it bleſſed me; and when the Eye ſaw 


the Thankſgiving-Day, == 
jects may bleſs their Sovereign Princes, 


when moſt exalted in Virtue and Power. 


The Three firſt are included in the Text, 


and the laſt is conſequent upen Them, 


when ſincere. 


1. By commending their good Qualities | 
and Conduct. To bleſs, is to ſpeak well 
to a Perſon, or of him. And thus GOD 
We are to 
praife His Excellencies and celebrate his 


Works. With the Tongue we bleſs God, even 


the Father. And next to Him we ſhould 
youll thoſe deputed Gods, who have his 

foral Image, in Holineſs, Fuſtice and 
Goodnefs, as well as ſome Rays of his 
Job xXxix. 11. When the Far heard 


ne, it gave witneſs to me, i. e. They who 
heard my Speeches, and obſerved my 
ConduR, were forward to applaud them. 
Such juſt Commendation attended Solo- 
mon's Reign, and greatned him exceeding- 
ly in his own Dominions, and in other 
Countries. He was daily to be praiſed, Pfal. 


| lxxii. x5. The Teſtimony that was born 


to his Wiſdom, Clemency, Integrity and 
Piety, was a Bleſſing to his Adminiſtra- 


tion, | 


No k are ſo fenced and raiſed in the 
World, but the Venom of a ſlanderous 
1 B Tongue, 
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Tongue, may reach 


ſpeak evil of Dignities, and revile Lawful 


Government. It will aſſault the Throne, 
and turn Aſſaſſine to the Prince's good 


Name. David found this to be true, P/al. 


iv. 2. O ye Sons of Men, hom long will qe turn 
m Glory into Shame and follow after Leaſing ?. 


i. e. How long will you invent and ſpread 
Lyes and Calumnies againſt me, your 
Lawful Sovereign, and the Government 


adminiſtred by me? Some are glad of e- 
very little Story, that ſeems to Cloud the 


Excellency, or detract from the Majeſty, 


of their Prince: Suppoſed Imperfections 
{hall be whiſpered about, and real Ver- 


tues denied, or miſrepreſented. 


Wr a World of Miſchief did 4b- 
ſalom's falſe Accuſation of his Father, 


2 Sam. Xv. 3. There is no Man deputed of the 


Ring to hear thee, As if David had neg- 
lected to do Juſtice, and given himſelf up 
to Sloth and Eaſe. It ſpread like Light- 


ning through all 7rael, together with an 
Encomium upon Abſalom, and a ftrong 


Conſpiracy was formed. In oppoſition to 
ſuch Slander and Detraction, we ſhould. 


give the full Weight to all that is Praiſe- 
worthy in our Royal Head, inſiſt upon his 


Virtues, and guard his Character. As 


we are happy in him, may all Nations call 
him Bleſſed ! 2. IN 


| _ 
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and injure them. 
This little Member is inſolent enough to 


. 
i 8 erer 


* 
„ 


—_— 


a 8 a 


* 1 
N 


the Thanłſgiving- Day. | 11 | 


EY 


22. In the moſt decent Expreſſions of 


' Gratitude for the Royal Care and Pains. 
The Peoples bleffing Solomon, in the Text, 
may as juſtly be expreſſed thus, They thank- 
ed the Ring. The whole Nation felt the 
happy Influence of his Reign. It was 
. Chief among the Nations, and Princeſs among 
the Provinces. Their Properties were ſe- 
cured ; and enjoyed with utmoſt Satisfa- 
ction. Judah and Iſrael were many, eating 
and drinking, and making merry, every Man 
under his Vine and Fig-tree, 1 Kings iv. 20, 
25. Their Liberties were maintained. Of 
the Children of Iſrael did Solomon make no 
Bondmen. 1 Kings ix. 22. Their Lives 
were dear to. him, and their Grievances 
were redreſſed : He redeemed their Soul 
from Deceit and Violence, and precious was 
their Blood in his Sight. As tor their Reli- 
gion, the outward State of it had now 
the laſt finiſhing. The Temple was his 
chief Delight and Care, and the Glory of 
his Time. The People having ſo many 
' Advantages by him, were full of grateful 
Affection, and teſtified it upon a fir Occa- 
ſion: They thanked the King. 


THERE is fo much Splendor in a 
Throne, the Temptations to Self-Enjoy- 
ment, and to aſſume exorbitant Power, 

are ſo many, that when a Prince can de- 
_ B 2 ny 


* 
* 
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ny himſelf, to promote the Publick Wer 
fare, and act as the Miniſter of God for 
Good to his People; the ſincereſt Acknows ' 

ledgments are due to him. It ſhould be 

always accepted, and in all Places, with all 

 Thankfulneſs. Addreſſes of Thanks, pro- 
ceeding from the Heart, are a reaſonable 
Tribute. The good Prince hath an en- 
creaſe of Happineſs in himſelf, and is in- 

_ couraged to diſcharge his high Office, | 
when his Subjects appear pleaſed with his 
Conduct. Their Affections are his great- 
eſt Strength, next to the Favour of Gop, 
and the Integrity of his own Mind. When 
all Judah ſhewed their Gratitude to King 
Jehoſaphat, and brought him Preſents, his 

k Heart mas lift up in the Ways of the Lord, 

ia 2 Chron. xvii. 6, A Thankful People make 

a proſperous and triumphant Reign. 


Bur the beſt way of expreſſing our 

Thankfulneſs is in Praiſes to Go p, for 

| the Bleſſings of the Throne. Earthly 

. Princes cannot be ſuppoſed to know every 

i} Affectionate and Loyal Subject, nor to 
ſee how high his Gratitude riſeth. But 

! Go p knows it perfectly, to Him, there- 

„ fore, let us conſecrate our Thanks; as He 

| is the great Director of Princes, and the 


j Prime Author of Royal BenefaQtions, | 
1 Ezra. vii. 27. Bleſſed be the Lord God of gur 
| | Fathers, which hath put ſuch a Thing as this 
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2 oe King's Heart, to beautify the Houſe of 


3. By interceeding with Go p effe- 


Aually to bleſs, and reward them. The 


Servants of David came in to bleſs the Ring. 


And how? By praying that God mould 


Ümportunity with the Lo R p, to aſſiſt 


Where there are ſo many Agents to be 


mate Solomon's Name better than his, 


1 King. i. 47. As the Exaltation ofthe Son, 


would be a Felicity to the Father. The 


Benediction of Go» carrieth Power, to 
effect the Good it mentions. Thou bleſſeſt, 
O Lord, and it ſhall be bleſſed for ever, 1 Chr, 
xvii. 27. When he ſpeaks, the Event fol- 
loweth. This Divine Bleſſing we ſhould 
endeavour to draw down by inceſſant 


and ſucceed the regular Exerciſe of Go- 
vernment. | 


Kinsry Power is a Truſt fo impor- 


tant that tho? it be limited by good Laws, 


and put into able Hands, there is no ma- 
naging it ſo as to anſwer the true End 
without a ſpecial Influence from Go p. 


employed, ſo many Minds to be directed, 
ſuch different Intereſts and Inclina- 
tions to be over-ruled; What leſs than 
Almighty Power guided by Infinite Wif- 
damn, Goodneſs and Juſtice, can make 


9 | Muhen 


I Government ſteady and effeRual? 


{i 
3 
2 3 * 

W ASERMON on 


When the King truſteth in he. Lord, it is by 

the Mercy of the Moſt High that He is not 

moved, Plal. xxi. 7. He needs One higher 

4 than himſelf to ſupport his Throne, to 

4 make his Station ſafe, and his Adminiſtra- 
tion beneficial and acceptable. ; 


0 & * 


. AND this Mercy the People ſhould 
I obtain for him by their fervent united Syup- @ 
0. plications. In the 20th P/alm which was 
a to be uſed by Subjects, for the Happineſs 
| and Succeſs of their Sovereign, there are 
. apt Petitions ; The Lord hear thee in the 
4 Day of Trouble. grant thee according to thine. 
i! own Heart, and fulfill all thy Counſel, And 
1 then v. 6. there is full Aſſurance expreſs'd 
| that the King ſhould be favoured by Goo. 
4 Nom kgow I that the Lord ſaveth his Anointed, 
1 When a People fit to pray are unanimous 
1 in their Addreſſes for the Crown, there is 
4 ground of Hope that it will flouriſh and 
f proſper. The Seventy ſecond Pſalm was 
f | pen'd for Solomon, and expreſſeth the Glo- 
{is ries of his Kingdom. All which are uſh- 
1 er d in by Prayer. Give the Ring thy Judg- 
1 uents O God. A Praying People are a 
1 0 Bleſſing to him who ruleth over them. 
| Tf they can't raiſe him higher on Earth; 
4 there are different Degrees of Glory in 
i, „Heaven; to the chief of which Religious 
4 | Kings are entitled. God will make them 
+ Bleſſed for ever and exceeding glad with ls 
. | C⸗aunte- 


-_ 


** * DI a * 


f — 5 4 — * — | a 
the Than A iv ing- Day. 


FE 
* 
Att. 9 


whe 


Countenance. This we ſhould implore as 
the Reward of a juſt Adminiſtration. 


4. By chearful Endeavours to make 
their Station happy. There is a way of 

bieſſing by beneficial Deeds, as well as by 
affectionate Words and Deſires. Take [ 
pray thee my Bleſſing, faith Jacob to Eſau, 
when he made a Preſent to him and called 
him his Lord, Gen. xxxiii. 11. Benefits 


ſpringing from Reſpect and Good-will are 


real Bleſſings, and ſuch are to be offered 
to the Crown. Earthly Princes -have not 
a ſufficiency. in themſelves to anſwer the 
Ends of Government ; as the Infinite Ma- 


; . 4 


jeſty of Heaven hath. In this Reſpect, 


Go p is the Bleſſed, and only Potentate, 
1 Tim. vi. 15, His own Eſſential Per- 
fections are his Bleſſedneſs; and enable 
him to manage an Univerſal Empire. He 
doth not want his Creatures Wealth, to 


maintain his Port, nor their Power to ef-; 


fect his Deſigns, nor their Wiſdom to di- 
rect his Counſel ; He has all Perfection 
in himſelf. Le 


Bur His Vicegerents on Earth have 
not ſuch a Capacity. They need aſſi- 
ſtance from the Hands, Heads and Eſtates, 
of their good Subjects. And 'tis reaſona- 
ble it ſhould be given as 4 Bleſſing, i. e. with 
Freedom and Alacrity. The Protection 

| we 
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we have in our Lives, and Goods, ' and 

Religious Enjoyments, by equal Govern- 
ment, entitles Watchful Princes to large 
Returns. They take up an arduous Em- 
ployment for our Benefit; attending conti- 
nually upon this very Thing. And is it not Ju» 
ſtice they ſhould reap liberally ? Thus 
the Apoſtle argues, Rom. xiii. 6,7,8. What 
we contribute ſeverally to Beneficent Ru- 
lers is but a ſlight matter compared to 
the Advantage we have by them. We 
ſhould be cheerful in offering out Service 
and Subſtance, when the Exigences of the 
Crown and State call for them. As Ama- 
ſai fill'd with the Spirit ſaid, Thine are we, 
David, and on thy ſide, thou Son of Feſſe : 
Peace, Peace be unto thee, and Peace be to 
thine Helpers; for thy God helpeth thee; 


1 Chron. Xii. 18. 

Seconaly, We are to conſider, how un- 
der a happy Reign, we ſhould take no- 
tice of the Divine Goodneſs to a Royal 
Predeceſſor; who had been raiſed and 
aſſiſted to make way for the preſent Hap- 
pineſs. | 


WEN Solomon was upon the Throne, 
The People were joyful and glad of heart, for 
all the Goodneſs that the Lord had done for 
David his Servant. Becauſe the Promiſes 
made to David, had a viſible Accompliſh- 

| ment 
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ment im the auſpicious Reign of his Son 
and Heir, which he pav'd the Way for, 
through much Trouble and Difficulty. 
Their Affection to the Son was not leſs for 
looking back to his bleſſed Father, who 
had ſerved his Generation ſo faithfully. 
They are joined together 2 Chron. vii. 10. 

And it was a Commendation of the Peo- 
ple's Religious Gratitude, to take in Paſt 
as well as Preſent Mercies. We ſhould: 
not forget our Royal Benefactors; nor the 
Goodneſs of Go to them and us, when 
their Courſe of glorious Service is ended; 
eſpecially while the Fruit of it is freſn be. 
fore us and encreaſeth in the Fruition. We 
ſhould bleſs G o p for forming ſuch extra- 

ordinary Perſons, for beſtowing them on 
us, and giving Succeſs to their Noble 
Undertakings. It is a Tribute due to 
their Memory, to rejoyce on their behalf, 
that their Generous and God - like Concern 
for the Publick and for Poſterity takes ef- 
fect; when the laborious Part is ended. 
And if their Cœleſtial Happineſs riſeth 
higher, as the Fruits of their Good works 
multiply and increaſe on Earth (which is 
no improbable Opinion) it ſhould give us 
a peculiar Pleaſure. 


David the Servant of the Lo KD, with 
whom the Revolution commenced, and 


to whom the Kingdom was given, when 
— C taken 
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them fulfilled. While the Jewifp 


taken from the Houſe of Saul, David (I 
repeat the Name) muſt not be forgotten 
in the Reſplendent Reign of Solomon, One 
layeth a good Foundation, and the other 
raiſeth a Noble Superſtructure. The for- 
mer made Preparation for the Temple, in 
the midſt of many Wars and Afflictions, 

and had the Model from Go p: The lat- 
ter erected it. David ſettleth the Succeſ- 
ſion of the Crown, and Solomon enjoys it 
with ſurpaſſing Glory. One received the 
Promiſes; and the other ſaw many of 
viſh Monar- 
chy continued, it fared the better for Da- 
vid ; and this Honourable Teftimony 
will abide, That he fed the People of God ac- 
cording to the Integrity of his Heayt ; and 


guided them by the Skilfulneſs of his Hands. 


Pſal. Ixxviii. 72. I paſs on to conſider, 
| Thirdly, WHA r expreſs Notice ſhould 


be taken of the People's Happineſs under 
an equal Government, and of the Goodneſs 


of Go p to them. The Religious Joy in 
the Text was, for all the Lord had done for 
Iſrael his People, as well as for David and 

Solomon. x: * 


Tux End of Civil Government is the 
Welfare of the whole Community; the 
Eaſe and Safety of the Body Politick. 
Princes of a true Elevation know that the 

| u 
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Power given to them is for the good of 
the People, 2 Sam. v. 12. David perceived 
that the Lord had eftabliſhed him King over 
Iſrael, and that he had exalted his ingdom 
for his People Iſrael's ſake. And Solomon had 
the ſame noble Sentiments at his firſt Ac- 
 ceffian., Theſe Wiſe and Powerful Mo- 
narchs did not ſuppoſe that they were to 
rule in 2 Deſpotick Arbitra Way, for 
their Perſonal Glory only. They did not 
think that Go p created ſo many Thou- 
ſands of Men, as the Nation conſiſted of, 
to be Slayes for the ſake of their outward 
Grandeur. They had higher Notions of 
the Dignity of Humane Nature; and fo 
had their People, who therefore rejoyced 
in their -own Preedom and Felicity under 
Solomon. Wo e 


Tax y beheld him employing his Re- 
gal Power to make them great and good. 
The higher he was in external State, in 
Riches, and Honour, the more concern'd 
as well as capable, to be a Bleſſing to 
them, His Publick Spirit widen'd with 
an increaſe of Power, rejoycing in an am- 
ple Orb, that it might do the more good, 
Under ſuch an Adminiſtration the People 

had a Feeling of their Happineſs, and ado- 
red the good Providence of Good lor it. 
It is a Myſtery, not to be accounted for, 
how ſuch Creatures as Men, who have 
„ Reaſon 
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* Reaſon and Conſciences of their own, who I 
5 feel a love of Freedom in- their Nature, A 
Un and a Principle of Self-Preſervation:: I ſay, 2 
4 *tis a Myſtery how they can be fond of an 7 
5 Abſolute and Lawleſs Sway, and extol it p 
* as tlie beſt Government. Is it ſo invitin 3 
8 to have their Liberties and their Lives, | 
0 and the exerciſe of their Religion, lie at t 
5 the Mercy oſ one Man without any Le- 
* gal Fence? To be ſubject to his imperious | 
| —: - 9 c 9 13 4 
El WREN the 1/aelites were ſo weak and 
| wicked as to demand a King of this Kind, | 
1 it was ſuch Slavery and Miſery they would 
1 bring upon themſelves, that before Go 
'' was. inflict it, He commands the Pro- _ 
N N phet to ſhew the Manner of the Ring, i. e. to | 
9 give them a lively Deſcription of Tyranny, 
9 to deter them from it. And if they would 
[ have their Way, he lets them know they | 
1 ſhould cry out under their Oppreſſion and 
F not be heard, 1 Sam. viii. 9:---18. This 
1 will be the manner of the Ring: He will 
|; take your Sons and appoint them for himſel 
4 for his Chariots, &c. and your Daughters to be 
4 Cooks----and he will take your Fields and Vine- 
18 yards, And ye ſhall cry out in that Day and 
1 the Lord will not hear you. They who are 
1 of ſuch a ſervile Diſpoſition, as to deliver 
: up their Liberties and court Illegal Power, 
| deſerve to ſuffer under it. But a Free 
1. * 8 — Nation 
1 * 
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Nation ſhould rejoyce in their Happineſs 


and Dignity; and in thoſe Princes that 
are the Guardians thereof. Let Tſrael re- 


Joyce in him that made him, let the Children of 


Zion be joyful in their Ning, Pſal. cxlix. 2. 


TE Application ſhall be to ſtir us up 


to Unſeigned and Religious Thankfulneſs. 


I. Fox the Happy Conſtitution of 
Government we live under. 


II. Fox the Revolution under King 
William, which reſcued and preſerved it. 


III. Fox His Sacred MajesTY King 
GEORGE, and his being in Poſſeſſion of 
the Throne. | 1 | 


1. Fo R the happy Frame of Govern- 
ment we live under. I ſhall not turn 
Stateſman in the Pulpit ; but it would be 
a ſinful Silence not to acknowledge the 
Goodneſs of G o p in our excellent Conſti- 
tution, which ought to be the Joy of theſe 
Nations, as it is the Wonder and Envy of 
many abroad. All Lawful Power is from 
God; and let Him have the Glory of 
that which is ſettled among us. For what 
NMation is ſo great, who hath God fo nigh unto 


them, and who hath Statutes and Judę ments Jo : 


Righttons as many of our Laws are? Where 
7 = under 
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under Heaven is the Legiſlative Power 


rous and Religious. 


among the Jems, that it was to be admi- 
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cracy plead, That in the Multitade of Coun- 
— - — i ſellers 


more rationally and advantagiouſly placed, 
and the Exerciſe of Publick f ultice put in- 
to a fairer Courſe? There is nothing 
wanting to make the Prince Great an 

Majeſtick to ſecure the Prerogatives of 
the Crown, And there is — done to 
make the People Eaſy and Free, Proſpe- 


Ir was the Glory of the Royal Stats; 


WWW 


niſtred according to the Divine Law; 
which was the Civil Law of that People. 
He who ſate on the Throne was to write 4 Copy 
of the Lam, and to read therein that be might 
learn to fear the Lord, and that his Heart 
might not be lifted up above his Brethren, Deut. 
xvii, 18, 19, 20 Verſes, Our Kingly Go 
vernment is bounded by Law too; which 

is no Diminution of its Glory, but an Ad- 
dition to it, as well as an Eaſe to the Sub- 
jet. We ſeem to have the Advantages 
of Monarchy, Ariſtocracy, and Democra- 
cy tempered in one, without the Incon - 
veniencies of either of them. Can Mo- 
narchy boaſt, that where 7s the Tong 
a King, there is Power, i. e. a quicker Diſ- 
patch and more eaſy Execution ? with us 
the executive Power is in the Prince, and 
may be exerciſed with ſpeed. Can Ariſto- 
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there in our Houſes of Patliament, and 
thoſe other Hononrable Perſons always 


within Call? If it look Glorious to guard 

dur on Rights, and to be ruled by Con- 

ſent, We have this Privilege in Electing 
Our 


epreſentatives, and being tryed by 
our Peers ; which is much better than a 


Government whofly Popular. Let us be 
highly Thankful for our Liberty and 


Order. 


L 1AM, Which reſcued and preſerved our 


excellent Conſtitution, and made Way for 
our preſent Happineſs. He was the MO 
Jes of his Day, in redeeming theſe Nati- 
ons from Popery and Slavery, and in 
bringing us to the Borders of a bleſſed 
Reſt, by a Limitation of the Crown to 
Proteſtant Succeſſors. It is now Part of 
our Law, That no Pap iſt, and that no Per- 
ſon married to a Papfiſt, ſhall inherit or poſ- 


feſs the Crown and Government of this Realm, 


Ke. This was under the Glorious King 
William, who thereby improved our Go- 


vernment : He was the David of his 


Time who fought the Lo Rx D's Battles, 


and laid a Foundation for the Glories and 
| 1 Victories 


fellors there is Safety, wheh they ate the beſt 
in a Nation? What a Noble Council is 


2. WE ſhould be thankful for the 
Glorious Revolution under Kine W 1 L- 


bf 24 * -. 4 Sermon a. _ 

1 Vuo.iccorys of the next Regin which had 
4 no Parallel. Tis True He had no Prince- 
I ly Heir by the bleſſed Queen MARY. 
i He could not like. David ſee a Son of his 
* own, nor towards his End the Royal 
1 Son of his beloved Siſter, our late QukEN, 
5 to fill the Throne after him and he/ But 
1 he was as much concerned for the Suc- 
1 ceſſion in the Proteſtant Line, and em- 
1 ployed his laſt Cares as zealouſly abaut it; 
| as if it had been for his own Off-ſpring. 
* He and his incomparable Queen loved the 
5 Proteſtant Religion and the Happineſs of 
1 theſe Nations, more than they did Father 
. and Mother, Son or Daughter, or their own 
* Eaſe and Lives. And God hath given them 
75 a Name beteer than of Sons and Daughters, 
. an everlaſting Name that ſhall not be cut off. 
„ Time ſhall ſtop its Courſe and expire in 
1 Eternity before their Names are forgotten, 
4 while Liberty and the Proteſtant Religi- 
5 on, and Love to Mankind are counted 
. valuable, William III. our Deliverer, will be 
* a Name of Praiſe in the Earth. 
4 | 

1 His Tory will not ſilently paſs over 
. the Illegal Proceedings of a Popiſh Reign, 
4 what Infringements were made upon 
1 Liberty and Property, and the Laws that 
1 were to guard them; what Violence was 
. done to Religion, and the Conſtitution it 
* , ſelf, 
HE" | 
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fel, what Chains were preparing to bind 


us to Paſſive Obedience, or drag us to 


Rome and Perdition. The Foundations were 


deſtroyed, and what could the Righteous do? 
They cried to the Lox, and invited over 


„ and ſo did his Servant the Prince. 


A Deliverance followed like Life from the 


Dead, The Earth was diſſolved, the whole 
Frame in Church and State put out 
of Courſe; and WILLIAM was ſept to 
bear up the Pillars of it, Pſal. Ixxv. 2. 


By his ſuccesful Care we are ſaved from 


Popiſh Tyranny, and enjoy a moſt revi- 
ving Proſpect. The Stones would cry out, 


if we did not thankfully rejoyce in all the 


Goodneſs of the Lord to King William 


bis Servant, and to all good Proteſtants his 


P eople. 
Thirdly, WE are to direct our Thanks 


to Heaven for his Sacred Majeſty KING 


GERO RGE, and his being in Poſſeſſion of 


the Throne with ſuch Circumſtances of 
Peace and Glory. If the Heatlien did 


rage, and any of the People form Deſigns 
againſt him, it was in vain, for God hath 


ſet his Ning upon his holy Hill of Lon, i. e. 


made him Chief in the Proteſtant Cauſe 
and Intereſt. Now the Revolution breaks 


D forth 


a Generous and Warlike Prince, the 
* a Patron of Liberty, Go p heard 
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ASERMON on 


IX. 


forth in its full Luſtre, and diſplays its be- 


neficial Effects. For God hath laid help apon 
one that is Mighty; (it is true in a Politi- 
cal Senſe of an Earthly Potentate, as it is 
of the Great Meſſiah in a Spiritual One) 


he hath exalted one choſen out of the People, 


Pfal. Ixxxix. 19. I muſt not let the Alu. 
ment cool, by faint Expreſſions of "my 
own, and ſo lefſen the Mercy of this Day. 
The Scripture Stile is beſt when apply'd 
with Caution. Seeing then our Sovereign 
is about to give publick Honour to G o Þ, 
for the Kingdom committed to him, let 
15 mutually accompany him with our ſin- 
cereſt Praiſes, and inflame our Devotion 
with Fire from Gop's Altar, P/al. cxviit. 
21, 22, 23, 24. J will praiſe Thee for thou 
haſt heard me, and art become my Salvation, 
the Stone which the Builders refuſed is become 
the head Stone of the Corner, &c. Two Things 
we {hould contemplate. 


I. TAE Juſtice and Favour of Divine 
Providence to our King and his Royal 
Family ; as deſcended from the excellent 
Queen of Bohemia, who was (with her 
Royal Husband) fo great and patient a 
Sufferer for the Proteſtant Religion; and 
the Liberty of the People, this hath been 
noted by many, and can never be enough 
celebrated : That as a Kingdom was loft 
for Fidelity to the true Religion, fa the 

Grandſon 


„ 
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Grandſon of her whgylolt it, is becauſe of 
his Religion, rewarded with far more 
conſiderable Dominions. Gap can make 
up the loſſes of Royal Sufferers, remember 
David and all his Afflictions, Pſal. cxxxii. 1. 
And Gop did ſo remember him, as 
to give the Crown to his Children, v. 
I1.---17. For many Years the Churches 
in Great Britain prayed, Lord, remember 
the afflicted Lady Elizabeth, Queen of Bo- 
hemia. It is done, ſhe hath received a 
Crown of Glory ; and a Deſcendant from 
her, hath one of the brighteſt Crowns in 
the World. | | 


I Can't forget the boaſts of the Spa- 

niſʒh Embaſſador. * + That he had lull'd * See 

« King James fo faſt aſleep, that he hoped Rims. | 
cc neither the Cryes of his Daughter, nor p. 32, 33. | 
“ her Children, nor the repeated Solici- "3 
« tations of his Parliament and Subjects 

« on their behalf, ſhould be able to a- 

« waken him to aſſiſt her; tho' by occa- 

« ſion of this neglect, the Proteſtant Re- 

« ligion was entirely rooted out of Bobe- 

« mia, and the Liberty of Germany over- 

« thrown, &c. ?*. But Gop heard her 

_ Cries and hath rewarded her Sufferings ; 

and from her hath deſcended the great 

and mighty King GEORGE, to defend 

and revive the glorious Cauſe for which 

ihe ſuffered. Therefore will I give Thanks 
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unto thee O Lord, a ſing Praiſes to thy 


Name, great deliverance giveth he to his Ring, 


and ſheweth Mercy to his Anointed, to David 
and to bis Seed for evermore, Pſal. xviii. 49, 
5 Os 85 : | 


2. THE extraordinary Mercy and 


Happineſs to ourſelves and all other true 


Proteſtants, ſhould increaſe our Thank- 
fulnefs. What is it we can value in this 
Life, but is as ſafe under his preſent Ma- 
jeſty, as the Power of any mortal King 
= make it? Religion as reformed in 
hree Nations without a narrow Partia- 
ſity, is his firſt Care, in Conjunction with 
a moſt Charitable Concern for Liberty of 
Conſcience and the Legal Toleration. 
What more can he do for our Souls, ex- 
cept to give a Pious Example, to iſſue out 
the molt forcible Proclamations again 
Vice, and to encourage Virtue, and t 
adminiſter Juſtice and Mercy? None of 
which are wanting, as for the merciful 
Part, it rejoyceth againſt Judgment, Stran- 
gers fad in Heart, the French Refugees, and 
inſolvent Debtors, have our Sovereign's 
Compaſſion. He is for eaſing the Debts _ 
of the Nation under which many were 
ready to periſh, and offers a Gratuitous 
Loan of his own Princely Treaſures to ſup- 
ply the Publick. e . 
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like the repoſe of an eaſy unmoleſted ſleep; 
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| | | TCR 
ARE you deſirous to enjoy your own 


with Safety and Freedom? You have now 


a King, who will be as earneſtly concern- 
ed for every Man's Property as he can be 
himſelf; And if the Injuſtice of any ſhould: 
neceſſitate a War, Go p hath made him 
ſtrong for the Battle, in reſpect of an un- 
daunted Mind, an heroick Princely Son, 
a renowned General, powerful Allies, able 


Miniſters, and I hope, a moſt willing 


People, may all ſay, Thine are we, KING 
GEORGE, and on thy ſide, Peace, Peace be 


to thee and to thine helpers. 


Bur I muſt end with a few Thoughts 
on P/al. cxxvii. A Song of Degrees for Solo- 
mon, the Title requires an Aſcent or Ele- 
vation of Mind as well as Voice, and thus 
it begins. Except the Lord build the Houſe 
(the Sacred Temple, or the Royal Palace) 
they labour in vain that build it, except the 
Lord keep the City (the Capital of a King- 
dom) the Watchman waketh in vain. It 
may be ſtormed or blocked up, or con- 
ſumed by Flames, of which there hath 
lately been a dreadful Specimen. Ir is 
Vain for you to riſe up early, &c. for ſo he giv- 
eth his beloved Sleep. The word beloved 
alludes to Solomons Name FJedidiah, it was 
Goo that gave him reſt on every fide, 


and 


and i it is He Iho Tours our Flag fo the 
Throne with fuch admirable Tranquil les 
who.c can alſo preſerve him upon it, With 
2 quict Mind and a delightful. Enjoymen „ 
tho? there ſhould be. Tumults among a 
few) People, and an enraged Pretender! 
abroad. Let us pray that all may be at 
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| el were one under Solomap: It follows, © . 


wg A Chilares are 47 e, of the Lord, 
what. a glorious . of this kind is 
before our King and his People ? not only 
a Royal Son and Daughter, but Childrens 
Children, and the proſpect of many more, 
from the moſt excellent, of Mothers. Now 
we hope Hereditary. and Parliamentary 
Right will be for ever one, and that God 
will ordain 4 Lamp for his Anointed, till the 
Sun {hall ſhine no more by Day, nor the 
Moor by 1 Night. 


1 
"4 
1 
; 
: , 
8 
1 
! 
j 
: , 
; 
/ 
* 
' 
1 
0 
1 
* 
> 
1 
* 
5 
: . 
* 
} 
AN 
4 
ob! 
F 
t 1 
- - 
55 
* 
„ 
* * 
* 
1 
\ 
{3, 
id 


* 
= 
0 
4. 
3 | 
yy 
Ne 
* 
4 Ll 
0 


= 


— 
25m. 
3 - 


— 


— —— . 
— 2 
>. - 

£ 


"4 $ 12 5 in the Hand if 4 eight " 
ho are Children of the Youth, happy is the Man 
that hath his Quiver full of them : They ſhalt 
not be aſpamed, but they Ks ſpeak wk Lf 
Enemies it the Gate. 
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